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Thursday, March 19, 2009

wWater and Electricity Minister Abdulliah Al-Hussayen flanked by

Primcae Abdul Rahrman
Primma,

Bin

Saud Al-Kabir,
and Luay Al-Musallam,

right, chalrman of
CEO of the National Water

Company,during the signing ceremony in Riyadh onWaednesday.

(AN photo)

Kingdom signs SRT12.5m
water consultancy deal

RIYADM: The Nautonal Wa
Company  yesterday signed « -
tracts valued at SR1I2Z2.S millic
withh navonal  and  international
consultancy firms for the privati
zatton of wiater and sowage soc-
tors Makdaah, Talf, Madinah,
Do and Alkhobar,

Under the contracts, that were
signoed by Water and HEleocwrioity
Minister Abdullabh  Al-Mussayen,
the consultuncy firms will advise
the « npa OGN e IO nt,
OPOration mnc Untenance wiatoer

and sewage projects in the five
Cltlos,

The Oirms will also complete
the cedures for roaching
agrecment with potential compa-

nles o implement the projoects

and prepare a plan for the trans.
foer of cmployees from the public
sector 1o the private soctor,” an
oMicinl st nt s,

The statement hoped that the
privatzation of water and sow-
age projects in the five cites
would be completed within 18
m ths,

Prima Law & Consultations
OMce, In associatdon with Simon
& Simon won the contract for
providing legal consultancy. Hyder
Consulting won the technical con-
sultancy contract while Al-Dakhil
Capltal Group the financial con-
sultancy contract,

The Natonal Water Company
carlier completed the privathza-
von of water and sowage facilities
in Riyadh and Jeddah, valued at
SRIX.S billlon,

13
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Ermerging Saudi Arabia 2007

The result of, careful observation of the
legal services sphere and the meticulous
planning since 2000, Prima Laow and
Shari‘ah Consultations Office (hereafter
“Prima”) was born in Riyadh in Janvary
2003, with an objective to be the
kingdom's premier law firm, and leader
in the field, in the region.

At the third year of the establishment,
Prima wos uncompromisingly competing
with the leading firms while achieving o
maximum capoacity of performance and
customer satisfaction. Prima has been
able 1o engrave its name in the market
as one of the best and most reputable
low offices in the Kingdom. This lead to
the success of working on mega projects
throughout the Kingdom in both public
and private sectors.

Prima was established by His Highness
Prince Dr. Abdulrahman bin Saud Al-
Kabier. Dr. Abdulrahman, finished his
B.A in Economics in 1973, and later
combined studies with Shari'ah Law from
the year 1991 until he finished his Ph.D
in Shari'ah Low in 2002. during that
period he taught at Imam Mohammaod
bin Saud Islomic University. He is also
member of various professional
organizations; an accredited arbitrator
ot the GCC Arbitration Center; A
Member of the Arbitrators Commission
at Ministry of Justice in Saudi Arabia; A
Member of the Commercial Center for
Conciliation ot the Arbitration and
Expertise of Arab-French Commercial
Chamber. He is the author of the book
titted “"Contemporary Guarantees”; the
first legal and economic comparative
study from the Islamic point of view on
credit facilities, letters of guarantees
and letters of credit combining expertise
and speciolized ocademic study In
Islamic jurisprudence and economics.

Prima is backed by a unique diversity of
legal professionals; offering in-depth
local knowledge and a uniquely global
perspective; advising internationally and
domestically; under common, civil,
international and Shari'oh laow systems;
in local and cross-border transactions;
on day-to-day operations and the most
challenging deals; adopting unique
project-focused teams dedicated to
delivering incisive advice. Prima aims to
achieve irs goal through; sustained
investment in managing knowledge and
information; by creating a working
culture within, that enables to offer
consistently high standards of service;
providing high quality advice; combining
technical expertise; being aware of the
commercial environment in which cliens
operate; advising financial institutions,
commercial enterprises, businessmen,
and state and regulatory bodies; in
either regular or complex and critical
legal issves.

International Association:
Since the establishment, Prima always
looks forward to building cohesive

associations with the most reputable and
leading international law firms. Thus,
Prima has built  cooperation with
carefully selected, prominent,
international firms on the basis of their
expertise and range of services
provided. For instance; the very first
ossociation was with Simmons & Simmons

to bid in the tender of the railway
network expansion project in the
kingdom.

Prima in association with Frishfields

Bruckhaus Deringer were selected as the
Legol Advisor for; the largest
privatization project in the world, which
is Saline Water Conversion Corporation

(SWCC) over 100 billion SR and also
selected 1o advise the current
implementation of PPP contracts for
Jeddaoh city Water and Wastewater
operations project.

Also, Prima in association with Jones Day
were the Legal Advisor for a Soudi-
Malaysian consortium on its bid for the
Shuqaiq-2 Independent water and
power project.

Achievement:

During the period 2003 1o 2006, Primo
has represented many clients in both
public and private sectors. For instance;
Prima is the legal advisor for the Saudi
Grain Soils and Flour Mill Organization
on its partial privatization of 3 new
flour mills through BOT arrangement, as
well, the legal advisor of the Soudi
Organization for Industrial States and
Technology Zones. In addition to,

advising SWCC, Ministry of Water &
Electricity (MOWE) and Saudi Arabion
General Investment Authority (SAGIA).
Also, Prima has advised the project of
merger and restructure of a Saudi
finance company with one of the major
banks in Saudi Arabia of the value of
SR 6.5 billions.

One of the landmark projects conducted
by Prima, is the study for and on behalf
of SAGIA representing the Private
Sector on the Issuance and Enforcement
of Court Judgments in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia. This study was the first of
Its kind in Saudi Arabla whereas it
comprised statistical and theoreticol
studies on which its conclusions were
based.

The study oddressed vorious issues in
relation to the Judicial System of the

Kingdom the meriz ond
flows of the currem System ond
proposing solutiors and recommendotions
for improvement of the System, One of
the mojor issves oddressed by the Study
is the orgonizational structure of the
Judiciol system where Primo suggested
itz views in relotion thereto ond come up
with @ now s1ruciure.

The study was raised by SAGIA 1o the
concerned oauthorities. Most of the
recommendations presenmted by the
study were taken into consideration in
the issvance of the new Judicial System
in the Kinadom.

pinpointing

Areas of Practice
Agency & Franchise
Banking & Finance
Corporate Governance
Government Affairs
Intellectval Property
Litigation & Arbitration
Mergers & Acquisitions
Privatizations

Shari'ah Law

Contact names:

Dr. Abdulrahman bin Sauvd Al-Kabler
Contact details:

Tel. +966 (1) 2198010

Fax: +966 (1) 2198050

E-mails: admin@primaconsultants.com.sa
www.primaconsultants.com.sa
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Water, Sewage Concessions Signed for Jeddah Works
Mohammed Rasooldeen,

ArabNews

RIYADH, 19 December 2006 — Minister of Water and
Electricity Abdullah Al-Hussayen signed a series of agreements
yesterday with consultancy companies to assist the ministry in
processing the contracts to manage, operate and maintain water
and wastewater services in Jeddah.

s

“The ministry is planning to commence two projects in Jeddah
during the first quarter of 2008.” said the minister. “The
signatories will also assist the ministry in the prequalification
process of the international companies that will bid for the PPP
(Public-Private Participation) projects,” Al-Hussayen told
newsmen following the signing ceremony.

The minister signed the first contract with Paul Rathbon from
Charles River Associates for the amount of SR15,903.000 to
lead the process of issuing privatization contracts for the two
Jeddah projects.The second was signed with Prince
Abdulrahman Saud A- Kabeer on behalf of Prima Law
Consultants for the value of SR4.687.500 to provide legal
consultancy services.

edom

N

Another contract was signed with Phil Gandier from Ernst
and Young for SR5,100,000 to provide consultancy services
in human resources development.

The ministry started the first phase of the PPP project in
Riyadh with the support of an international consultancy
consortium that is currently working on preparing contract
documentation for private sector participation in the capital’s
water services.

Al-Hussayen said the ministry has selected reputed
consultants for the preparation of PPP contracts
documentation. The minister pointed out that two PPP
contracts will be commissioned separately for water services
and sewage treatment.

The contract for water services management will be given for
a period of five to six years, while the other contract for
operation and maintenance of all wastewater plants will be
offered on a 20-to-25-year concession.
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Primce Abdul Hakmman e Samd AL Kabir, left. president. Prioma L

trkcity and Febebd AL Shareef, right. chalrman. SWOC . after signing the bopal consabtation contract for the privattrstbon of SWC
»
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With Saudi Arabia transforming its eco-
nomic structure and the role of the pri-

vate sector increasing rapidly, Prince Dr.
Abdulrahman bin Saud Al Kabier was quick to
recognize the need among both Saudi and
international companies, for expertise in both
Islamic law and economic matters.

With degrees in economics and Islamic law

n St A e and @ doctorate in comparative jurisprudenice,

he was well qualified to provide a service link-
ing the two disciplines.

He did more than that. He created a busi-
ness, under one roof, which specializes in pro-
viding know-how in economic affairs, Islamic
law. commercial law, administrative matters
and translation requirements.

“I faced a lot of criticism,” says the prince
“People were telling me that the identity of the
company would be unclear. They did not

“We provide tailor-made solutions.
n't believe in ready-made formulas”
Prince Abdulrahman bin Saud Al Kabwer

understand it. But | was so convinced!
Since then, however, Prima Law & Consul-
tations Office has established itself as the pre-

eminent enterprise in its field. The group

THE PRINCE

SAUDI ARABIA

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SUP

The Washingto

OF LEGAL EAGLES

A Saudi consultancy offers specialization in Islamic law, economic
affairs, translation and administrative matters under one roof

includes four offices namely:

1- Prima Law & Shari‘ah Consultations.

2- Prima Economic Consultations

$- Prima Administrative

4 Prima Translation.

The prince explains that while the four
offices are all part of the same integrated busi-
ness, they each have their own separate and
independent identity

The benefit of this arrangement is that it
enables speedy communication between  the
four offices and guarantees client privacy. The
approach also insures greater cost efficiency in
mecting the client’s needs by delivering preci-
sion in any combination of services offered by
Prima’s four specializations.

“We may seem more expensive than the
average but at the end, our structure allows us
to be more cost effective,” he says

He first conceived the idea of establishing

such a business in 1999 and after a two year
period of planning and structuring its strate-
£y, Prima began its activities in January 2003

Since then, working in collaboration with
well-established international partners, Prima
has chalked up an impressive track record

Prima has become the legal counselor and
economic and -administrative consultant for
several public and private agencies in the King-
dom, such as the Chamber of Commerce &
Industry, the Saudi Organization for Industrial
Estate & Technology Zones and the Saudi Ara-
bian General Investment Authority. On the
international level, Prima has been invited
with the Simmons & Simmons law firm to bid
for the assignment of legal consultant for the
Saudi railways network expansion project

It has also submitted, together with AT
Kearney Management Consultants, a proposal
for the development of incentive programs for

the private sector participation in the Kingdom's
electricity services and water desalination sectors.
Currently, Prima Law & Consultations Office is
cooperating with Freshficlds Bruckhaus Deringer
for submission of proposals to the SWCC related to
privatization schemes intended by the SWOC. There
are similar proposals underway related to Flour
Mills and Grain Silos privatization plans, as well as
other contracts with several companies in the pri-
vate sector.

“We provide tailor-made solutions. We don't
believe in ready-made formulas.” says the prince.

With many opportunities for further work, he is
keen to welcome new international firms to collabo-
rate with Prima in the Kingdom. One of the achieve-
ments made by Prima was the preparation of astudy
of the Kingdom's system of justice

Other consultants also contributed, of course,
but Dr. Bin Saud Al Kabicr says that when the pro-
posed reforms were announced, 90 percent of the
changes approved had been those advised by Prima

The business has now been commissioned to
write the Kingdom's first guide on gricvance proce-
dures, explaining which authorities should be con-
sulted over such matters

Dr. Bin Saud Al Kabier says, “the prime objective
is to make Prima the first office, in name and ir
action at both local and regional levels, during tht
next five years.”
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